Introduction
ANew Journal and aNew Society-Why?
Those of us who have attended or closely watched the series of international meetings on cerebral circulation and metabolism initiated by David Ingvar and Niels Lassen in 1965 have seen the growth and maturation of a new field which has become increasingly interdisciplinary. Initially these meetings placed a clear em phasis on cerebral circulation, undoubtedly due to the fact that a new technology had become available for measurements of regional cerebral blood flow in man and experimental animals. As time went by, an increasing number of communica tions on cerebral metabolism were presented at these meetings. Furthermore, during recent years many contributions have concerned, wholly or in part, topics that by conventional standards belong to the fields of neurohistology and neuropharmacology.
Many of those who work within this multidisciplinary and rapidly growing field must be distressed by the difficulty that exists in following the relevant literature.
Important articles are found scattered throughout journals of brain sciences, cir culatory and general physiology, neurochemistry, and neuropharmacology, a sig nificant fraction also appearing in clinical journals of anesthesiology, neurology, and neurosurgery. About three years ago Lou Sokoloff and I started discussing the need for a high quality journal specializing in brain circulation and metabolism.
Our attitude at the beginning was somewhat ambivalent since we realized that a new journal, unless highly successful, might aggravate rather than improve the existing communication problem. Two things made us proceed with the initial rather vague plans. First, informal discussions with a number of senior research workers within the field disclosed an unexpectedly positive reaction. Second, it turned out that we could persuade just the right person to take on the crucial position as Chief Editor.
In March 1980, on the occasion of a scientific meeting in Paris, the plans for a new journal were discussed by a group of ten people (Fieschi, Hossmann, Ingvar, Klatzo, Lassen, MacKenzie, Raichle, Reivich, Siesjo, and Sokoloff). It was agreed that a new journal should be started, entitled Journal of Cerebral Blood Flow and Metabolism, and that Murray Harper be asked to take the position of Chief Editor. Two members of the group were asked to approach one publisher each, exploring their interest in issuing the journal. The important (and delicate) matter of collecting an editorial board was discussed. The problem was ap proached the following way. At the Paris meeting, and in subsequent corre spondence, a tentative list of more than 50 names was drawn up. This list was then circulated to members of the ad hoc committee, each one being asked to tick off those 25 individuals they considered should constitute the initial editorial board.
This ballot, and consultations with some others, resulted in the board which now exists. It should be emphasized that the Chief Editor particularly asked not to be involved in choosing the board members. Needless to say, the composition of the board represents a compromise between many requirements (adequate coverage of the field, geographical balance and, last but not least, willingness to serve actively on the board). 
